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I don’t know about you, but I am 
getting a little tired of elections. 

Many were surprised when Theresa 
May stood on the steps of Downing 
Street on a sunny Tuesday morning 
and announced that she would be 
seeking Parliaments' permission to 
hold a general election on Thursday 
8th June.

In the summer of 
2015, the UK public 
went to the polls for 
a general election. 
Now, just 2 short 
years later (although 
it does feel a lot 
longer than that), 
we have a different 
Prime Minister, a 
different Cabinet 
and a different set of 
ideals for government. 
The main catalyst for this change 
was another vote that took place, in 
the summer of 2016. Whether you 
have tried to erase it from memory, or 
celebrate it like an Independence day, 
there is no doubt that Brexit has had a 
huge effect on our nation, and on our 
immediate and long term future. 
What those effects will be, and 

whether they will be positive or 
negative, only time will tell. For the 
moment it sets the backdrop for this 
snap election, and we find ourselves 
reluctantly heading to the polls once 
again. 

Already the campaigning has begun. 
Already the political animals have 

been uncaged and are 
roaring across social 
media. And already 
many of us looking 
on are feeling with 
increasing strength, 
that the tone of our 
political debate must 
change. 

Politics has often 
been divisive. We 
care deeply about the 
issues that are debated 

because they are issues that affect us 
deeply in our day to day lives. It can 
be a cause of great coming together, 
but also a means of fragmenting 
society and dividing families and 
communities. 

At a time when there needs to be 
healing in our nation from some of 
the recent (and at times distasteful) 

Opening
Thoughts
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political dialogue, we are about to 
enter another potentially divisive 
season. It is important for us as 
Christians to think carefully, not just 
about whom we vote for, but also 
about the tone and nature of the 
debate. 

When Christians come to ask me for 
advice on how to vote, I always find it 
awkward and challenging. Awkward, 
because I do not want my own 
personal politics to influence where 
they put an ‘X’ on polling day; and a 
challenge because I believe that there 
is a person who should command this 
level of influence…... Jesus. 

First and foremost this must influence 
my life. Or rather, ‘He’ must influence 
my life. My politics as a Christian must 
be shaped in tone and content by 
Jesus. I have no idea how Jesus would 
vote in this election, but we can know 
from looking at the gospels the way 
Jesus engages with people, and the 
values of the Kingdom of God which he 
expresses.

People are more important than 
opinions. Whilst it is perfectly good to 
robustly disagree with a person’s point 
of view, it is important not to attack 
the person. 

Many people in our country don’t 
notice much of a difference regardless 
who is in power. But there are those 
who are often overlooked and can end 
up on the margins, like the vulnerable 
and the poor and the sick. Society has 

marginalised people like this, and very 
often they can just be political pawns 
as we approach an election. But very 
often these people have no voice to 
be heard – and the challenge for us as 
Christians as we approach an election 
is, not only to stand up for our own 
rights and values, for the society we 
want; but to stand up for those who 
cannot stand, to speak up for those 
who have no voice, and to seek to build 
a society where they can be valued 
and honoured as much as any of us. 

In the same way that following Jesus 
isn’t just about praying a prayer and 
then living your life as you want; so 
democracy isn’t just about putting an 
‘X’ in a box every 5 years (or 3 times 
in 2 years!). If we are to really change 
the nature and tone of our politics it 
doesn’t begin on 8th June, it starts 
right now. And it carries on each and 
every day, as you and I seek to build 
a society that is more tolerant, more 
united, more fair, more just and more 
reflective of the values of the Kingdom 
of God. 

I hope you vote on 8th June. I hope you 
pray seriously about how to vote. But I 
pray that you may come to understand 
that your vote is just part of the story: 
a story which hopefully carries on in 
how you live each and every day: a 
story woven into the gospel. I also pray 
that your life, as well as your vote, may 
be good news to those who need to 
hear it.

- Rev'd. Andy Percey

Pastoral 
News

We lift the names of our friends to 
God, thinking especially of David and 
Janet Kemp, Pat and Frank North, 
Valerie and Sharon Pile, Naida Lee.

News of other friends includes 
Margaret Wake who is now living at 
the Greystones Care Home, David 
Darvill - we pray for a good recovery 
following his recent hip replacement 
operation, Margery Alcock following 
a cataract operation and Ann Johnson 
whose fall resulted in a broken wrist. 

We remember the family of Sybil 
Thompson who died on 17th March 
2017 in her 98th year – one of our 
long-standing church members. She 
had lived near family in the Harrogate 

area for the last months of her life, the 
town where the family funeral took 
place. A Thanksgiving Service for her 
life was held at MSBC on 3rd April.

A thought to take into the next couple 
of months:
To accept the things we cannot 
change,
To have the courage to change the 
things we can,
And to have the wisdom to know the 
difference.
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Just before 6pm members and many 
friends gathered together to share 
a meal symbolic of Jesus’ last meal 
with his disciples. The back area of 
the café was beautifully prepared 
with tables covered in white and laid 
in a U shape. We were treated to a 
generous meal prepared for us, once 
again, by the wonderful Graeme.  

We had all talked and eaten well 
when Andy stood and led us in 
reflecting on why we were there.  

Recently at Manvers Street...

Maunday Thursday Meal
This is a day in Holy Week which is 
so often ignored.  For us at Manvers 
Street, once again, Andy encouraged 
us to gather together to reflect on the 
stillness of a day held between grief 
and joy. We gathered in the lounge 
area of the café and sat silently in an 
intimate circle.  Andy had prepared 
a central focus  - a crown of thorns 
resting amongst nails and a bandage to 
remind us of Jesus’ wounds. Scattered 
all around were contorted reed crosses 
reminding us of the all too recent, but 
now hollow, cheers of Palm Sunday.  

Easter Saturday

Easter Sunday

Who knows what time Alison got 
up so that we could enjoy a bacon 
and croissant breakfast at church at 
8.30am?!! From all of us who set our 
alarm clocks early(!) and who hugely 
enjoyed the breakfast, company and 
conversation – thank you Ali. 

A wonderfully uplifting service at 
10.30 am was led for us by Andy.  We 
welcomed many visiting family and 
friends and we were all led in singing 
either by Pat and Frank on organ or our 
music group.  It was a fitting ending 
to have the children join us and for 
them to enhance our final song with 
percussion instruments. - CF

Come on and celebrate -  His gift of 
love, 
We will celebrate – the Son of God who 
loved us and gave us life.
We’ll shout Your praise, O King,
You give us joy nothing else can bring,
We’ll give to You our offering in 
celebration praise.
Come on and celebrate – and sing to 
the King. 

He invited us to share of bread 
broken symbolically and drink of a 
shared glass of wine (grape juice) 
which we passed to each other.  We 
prayed.  This was a meaningful and 
memorable meal - thank you to 
everybody. 

(For Good Friday please see Letters 
on page 30)
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Announcements

For in excess of 10 years MSBC has 
hosted lunchtime music concerts most 
Thursdays throughout the year. These 
concerts have been provided as an 
opportunity for the musical talents 
of many to be shared, for people to 
come in and enjoy music in the middle 
of a busy day and for a considerable 
amount of money to be raised for a 
wide variety of charities.
It has become clear that there is now 
no need to set aside time for these 
concerts so I want to say a very big 
“THANK YOU” to all who have been 
part of this initiative in the past. ...it 
has undoubtedly been a time filled 
with all round benefits. Music will 
always play a part at MSBC and 
perhaps something new may arise 
in the future. At this moment suffice 
to say that this venture has been 
concluded with one exception as 
shown below.

Thursday 11th May 12.30 – 1.15 the 
“Monday Players” woodwind and piano 
group. This concert was planned some 
time back and full publicity will follow.

- BS

Okehampton Revisited

Purulia Hospital, India 

Ladies ...the provisional booking is 
in for the 2018 holiday at the Manor 
House Hotel: 29 January – 2 February.
The booking must be confirmed in 
July so already it is time to think about 
reserving a place.

I am unable to confirm the final price 
as this will depend on numbers. It 
seems likely that it will cost a little 
more than this year but will remain 
very good value for money (as usual 
slightly more for single rooms). If you 
are interested in coming again, or 
joining the group for the first time, I 
require a deposit of £50 before July. I 
will be pleased to answer any queries.

We look forward to another happy time 
together. 

- Contact Barbara Shrubsole via the 
church office

Thursday Lunchtime 
Concerts

At the March Church Members’ 
Meeting it was agreed that we 
should donate the remainder of our 
direct giving for the year 2016/17, 
amounting to £1000, to the Leprosy 
Mission. This was in response to 
an appeal to enable the Mission to 
update the Hospital at Purulia. This 
is a Leprosy Hospital and the space 
available for Out Patients (300 a day) 
is totally inadequate. Rooms are also 
needed for doctors to meet patients 
privately and the toilet and washrooms 
need updating. 

This is the hospital where Eddie and 
Barbara Askew worked for fifteen year 
when they offered for service with the 
Leprosy Mission in 1950. They were 
newly married and were both 24 years 
old. Eddie was a teacher and Barbara 
a secretary but she had worked with 
the Red Cross locally. They were both 
members of Mansfield Road Baptist 
Church in Nottingham. 

Eddie and Barbara were frequent 
visitors to Manvers Street and often 
had exhibitions of his watercolour 
paintings in the Café. In his memoir 
of his work with the Leprosy Mission 
entitled “Edge of Daylight” he tells 
the story of their call to mission 
service and the fifteen years they 
spent at Purulia. When they returned 
to the UK for the education of their 
two daughters he was appointed 

International Director of The Leprosy 
Mission and travelled widely in Asia 
and Africa. 

I have a spare copy of Eddie’s book 
if anyone would like to borrow it. He 
writes very honestly of his Christian 
faith and with his own special brand of 
humour, compassion and storytelling. 
He has also written a number of books 
of meditations and prayers, which 
are still available from the Leprosy 
Mission. He was awarded the OBE by 
the Queen in June 2000. 

I have ordered further copies of the 
leaflets about the Purulia Hospital 
project, which will be available in the 
church and the café. 

Eddie and Barbara both died, aged 80, 
six years ago. They were good friends 
of mine and they are much missed.

Since writing this piece, I have 
received an email from Jenny, Eddie 
and Barbara’s daughter, asking me to 
convey her thanks to the church for 
our gift.  Jenny hopes to visit Purulia 
when the work is complete.  She and 
her sister Stephanie were born in India 
and spent many days at the hospital.

- Pam Neville

(Ed. To read an extract from Eddie’s 
book please see page 24) 
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Cally Ford talks to...

Phyllis Hams

A year or so 
ago, Phyllis, 
you and I sat 
together during 
a church service.  
Afterwards we 
got chatting 
and you told 
me a bit about 
your memories 
of Bath and the 

Blitz.  I was so interested in what 
you’d experienced it occurred to me 
that others would be too and that led 
me, last year, to start this feature 
in the magazine. Our city has just 
commemorated the 75th anniversary 
of a weekend which changed the lives 
of its people, and the face of Bath, 
for ever.  I am, therefore, especially 
grateful to you for talking to me 
again.

Phyllis, you are a true Bathonian!
Yes - I was born and bred in Twerton.  I 
was one of the latecomers in life - my 
mother was 44 when she had me! 
There was me, my mother, father (a 
bricklayer) and my brother (he were 10 
years older than me) and we lived in 
Roseberry Road.  In those days you left 
school at 14 and I got a job at Todds 
clothing factory (just off the Lower 
Bristol Road). We made mens’ suits – I 

made the trousers. (During the war 
Todds made khaki army uniforms)

I went to Sunday School at the chapel 
on the corner of Burnham Road and 
the Lower Bristol Road – it is still 
standing (see photo). There wasn’t 
much going on there during the week 
once I was in my teens.  Someone I 
was working with went to Manvers 
Street where I knew there were various 
things going on: one evening I asked if 
I could go with her.  
 
So you were welcomed at MSBC for 
the first time.
At that time Manvers Street had quite 
a lot of young people who sat up 
in the gallery: the girls on one side 
and the boys on the other – looking 
across at one another!  (I think one of 
the reasons that there were so many 
children and younger people at church 
before the war was that the Southgate 
area was densely populated.  It’s 
mainly shops there now but it used to 
be houses.)

They had a youth club then and 
we played tennis in the summer.  
There was a group called Christian 
Endeavour during the week. Speakers 
would be invited to come and talk to 
us, not necessarily about religion, and 

Cally Ford

we would have to take our turn to chair 
it.  We were a mixed group: during the 
war two men from the Admiralty, who 
were stationed in Bath, joined us.

I was baptised and became a member 
at MSBC in May 1941 - during the war. 
Rev’d Miller, the minister at the time, 
baptized a whole group of us that 
Sunday and back then you would all 
wear white robes to be baptized. Being 
baptized was marvellous.

I was in Manvers Street on the Sunday 
morning war broke out – I was 17 years 
old.  We all knew that Chamberlain 
would be making an announcement 
and Mr Honey, the secretary, left the 
service to listen to the wireless.  He 
came back into the church and said 
he was sorry but Hitler hadn’t kept his 
word and that war had been declared.  
For a couple of years we didn’t really 

know a lot about it as there were more 
things going on abroad than here - 
later we knew more about it.

What were you expecting?
I knew that it was going to be bad and 
that young fellas were going to be 
called up for the forces. For about the 
first couple of years that’s about all we 
did do. 

The young men were either 
volunteering or being called up for 
navy – army – what have you. Two 
of the young men that I knew – one 
joined the navy and spent the war 
in South Africa and the other was 
in the army but only went as far as 
Canterbury!  

The chapel as it will be after its current conversion.
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What preparations for war did you see 
in Bath?
I remember that they took all the 
railings down from Victoria Park.  The 
park keeper used to lock the gates 
at night but of course once all the 
railings were gone there wasn’t much 
he could do about it!  Most put tape 
on their windows to save them from 
splintering and you had to make sure 
that there was enough black out on 
them.  Air Raid Wardens were about 
and would come and tell you if you 

had a light showing.  All of 
this happened very early 
on.  I went to work at the 
Horstmann’s factory in 
the upper Bristol road and 
they had lots of slanted 
glass roofs: they had to 
sort blackout for all of 
them – it took a lot of 
work.  

Can you tell me more 
about your time at 
Horstmann’s?
I started working there 
about a year after the war 
started – if you were 18 or 
older you had to either go 
into the forces or go into 
munitions.  There was a 
place up Corsham where 
they had underground 
works and I could have 
gone there but I thought 
of the travelling back and 
thought, no!! Horstmann’s 
was the next step -  I 

wasn’t going to go too far!  It used to 
take me about 15 mins to walk there.  I 
worked there for the whole of the war 
from 8 in the morning ‘til 7 at night. 
Every other week there was a night 
shift where we started at 7pm and 
finished at 8am.  

Horstmann’s were making various 
things before the war - in my airing 
cupboard I have a control clock for 
the central heating and that is one 
of Horstmann’s. During the war 
the company concentrated on the 

production of fire control instruments 
and torpedo parts. Back then, though, 
we made individual parts not knowing 
what they would be used for.

Did you make a lot of friends at 
Horstmann’s?
Oh yes! One particular girl and she 
is still alive – she is 97 – she lives at 
Corsham and we speak over the phone. 
We had an Irish girl with us and she got 
her leg pulled something dreadful – 
you know – taking the Mickey because 
of her Irish accent but she took it all 
in good part. There were lots of girls 
working there and I was happy.

Back then not many married women 
worked outside the home did they?
There were one or two married women 
working there but the single girls used 
to get annoyed about it because, let’s 
face it, for them that was the only 
income they had – they saw it that 
married women took their jobs away.  

What was the work like?
Mine was a dirty job but I enjoyed 
it.  I was making quite small screws 
– sometimes in brass sometimes in 
steel and if it was in steel you had a 
milky substance running on the metal 
keeping it cool.  Some of the jobs – 
making pivots - you had to use oil and 
it would splash on you. I used a lathe to 
make little screws for a while.  They’d 
show you what to do and how to use 
the machine: we’d be making things to 
within millimetres.  If you were drilling 
anything you’d have to go so far and no 
further. 

Were you ever worried about the 
factory being bombed?
I was fortunate – as far as I can 
remember I wasn’t working on a 
night when they had a raid because 
although they had air raid shelters 
there it would have meant coming out 
of the factory to get to them. One of 
the Horstmann family had a house 
at the back of the plot (the entrance 
to it was on Newbridge Hill) and 
that got bombed. Every so often we 
had to be on fire watch night duty at 
Horstmann’s smaller factory (opposite 
the allotments at Weston). 

The bombers came this way when 
they’d bombed Bristol - before we ever 
got bombed Bristol had it very bad.  
Where I lived at Roseberry Road was 
right on the riverbank.  One night the 
sirens had gone and my brother had 
gone outside to have a look around 
and he came running back saying, 
“Quick get some water - they’re 
following the river and dropping the 
incendiaries from Bristol”.  ‘Cos it 
was a moonlit night they were able to 
follow the river up: beyond where we 
lived was the railway junction and the 
gasworks. We thought we could put 
the incendiaries out: one dropped on 
the other side of the river – not a big 
one though.

It must have been a real shock for 
Bath to be bombed – especially 
knowing how much London and 
Bristol were suffering.  
I know I had an uncle who lived 
in London and he had grown- up 

Phyllis Hams (née Fox) c. 1940
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children.  We only had a three bedroom 
house in Roseberry Road.  This uncle 
arrived  - I think that he was a widower 
– he had a son and a daughter with 
him.  Mother was very worried because 
she didn’t know where everybody was 
going to sleep.  They stayed only a 
couple of nights: he said that he was 
going back to London because there 
wasn’t a gun to protect us down here 
and there were German planes flying 
over.  Sadly, they went back to London 
and we never heard from him again.

(During the weekend of 25-27th April 
1942 Bath had three reprisal raids.  
The first was just before 11pm on 
Saturday 25th April and lasted until 
1am.  The enemy aircraft returned to 
France, regrouped and returned at 
4.35am.  The German bombers had few 
problems finding their targets thanks 
to the incendiaries from the first raid 
still being alight. Two bombs fell at the 
junction of Roseberry Road and the 
Lower Bristol Road at approximately 
05:00 hours in this second raid – it is 
thought that they were intended for 
the nearby gasworks but fell short. 
One destroyed the public shelter that 
Phyllis mentions: it was situated in the 
forecourt of the City Steam Transport 
Co.  The other wrecked the terrace 
of houses in Roseberry Road where 
Phyllis and her family lived. At least 
35 people died as a result of these 
bombs – the majority of whom had 
taken refuge in the street shelter.  
The damage was substantial enough 
for the whole area to be demolished 
rather than rebuilt after the war. It is 

currently under redevelopment after 
serving as a small industrial park. CF)                                                         

When the siren went which shelter 
would you head for?
Our nearest one was at the steam 
and diesel lorry yard and workshop 
between Roseberry Road and the 
Lower Bristol Road. When the sirens 
went on the night of Saturday 25th my 
father was in town fire watching and 
my brother wasn’t going to leave the 
house – he was going to get under the 
stairs.  My mother said to me that she 
wasn’t going to go to that shelter – 
“Let’s go round the other side with Mrs 
Hall”.  So we went there and very early 
Sunday morning the shelter where 
we should have gone had a direct 
hit.  About 30 people were killed.  The 
shelter we were in was close by and all 
the mud come over it. 

Our home was so close to all this that 
it had only one wall left standing but 
my brother had survived his night 
under the stairs.  We spent 2 weeks 
with a cousin in Twerton (sleeping 
on the floor) and then we moved into 
a cottage at the end of the Lower 
Bristol Road.  (We were there until, 
in the 1950s, we moved back close to 
Roseberry Road.)

You must have become so used to of 
the sound of planes overhead.
Prior to D Day on the 6th June 1944 we 
heard a lot of planes going over and 
we wondered what was happening.  It 
was only later that we realised that 
they must have been building up to go 

over to Normandy. The war doesn’t feel 
like it was 70 years ago!  

After the war?
Things got worse before they got 
better especially with the rationing: 
when I see now the waste of food I 
think if people could only see what we 
had to make meals from - more or less 
bones! It’s good to have lived through 
a time when things were really valued, 
though. Now people wouldn’t take a 
home if it didn’t have a bathroom – the 
times we had to have a bath in a tin 
bucket! 

I remember the drop in the number 
of young men at MSBC and hardly 
any of the young men that survived 
came back to church after the war. I 
remember one fella who was in the 
Airborne Division and he was taken 
prisoner of war after he was dropped 
when they took the Arnhem Bridge. 

After the war my 
mother was getting 
these slight strokes so 
I asked Horstmann’s 
if I could do part-time 
but they said no. That 
was when I went back 
to Todds and made 
trousers for the suits 
again.  I was able to 
work there and look 
after my mother and 
father: I could come 
home and give them 
lunch and go back 

again.  After my mother died I went 
back to Horstmann’s – I’d liked it there 
so much - and it was after this that I 
met Gordon. 

Was your husband in uniform?
Gordon hadn’t been in the war but he’d 
been in the Grenadier Guards - in the 
cookhouse – for 7 years – he’d been at 
Suez when they’d had the trouble out 
there.

I was 38 when I got married: Ralph 
Darvill was the minister who married 
us.  Sadly, both my parents had died 
by then but my brother was there. I 
met my husband-to-be dancing down 
at the Pavilion where they used to 
have weekly dances – a shilling they 
were.  At the time, my good friend 
was already going out with a fella so 
I thought I’d go to the dance on my 
own.  I met this fella and I thought he’s 
not bad and then he asked me if I’d 
go out with him!  I said I was going to 
go down the Bristol Hippodrome (even 

Roseberry Road bomb strike site
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though I didn’t have a clue what was 
going to be on there) – and he said ‘Oh 
I’ll take you if you like’.  It was some silly 
thing like Peter Pan! Gordon, who lived 
in Bradford on Avon, was at this time 
working at the Rubber Works there.

It wasn’t usual for women to work 
after they were married back then 
was it?
I wasn’t going to but I turned out 
doing it.  Gordon now worked on the 
telephones at the post office and my 
brother, who also worked at the post 
office but as a postman, lived with us.  
One week Gordon was working nights 
and the next my brother was and I 
couldn’t get any work done at home.  
I thought it was better if I got out of 
the way for a morning so I got a job at 
Charles Bayer’s to make the corsets - I 
worked ‘til 1 o’clock. The red-brick 
factory is still there next to the old 
flour mill on the river. 

Before I was married I was going to 
work and running the house so I was 
more or less used to it. I liked cooking 
but when I found out that Gordon was 

a cook I thought ‘Well you 
can get on with it!’  Both 
Gordon and my brother 
were dog lovers – we 
always had dogs - and we 
had some lovely ones! 

Gordon and I went over 
to Canada and America 
and Switzerland for 
holidays.  We went down 

the Mississippi and went up to Alaska 
one year - memories live longer than 
dreams.  We were married for 40 years.

I have been told that you are now the 
oldest member at MSBC.  What would 
you suggest I do in order for me to 
hold that title one day?! 
I’m a firm believer in having good food 
– I occasionally have a ready-made 
meal but on the whole I like to do it 
myself – you can’t beat it.   Also, a 
glass of wine is fair enough but some 
people abuse their bodies.

What has kept you attending church?
Both my faith and my friends.  I 
wouldn’t miss church if I could help it.  
Sunday is a Sunday and I like to keep 
it like that.  I don’t like to see it being 
made like every other day and as for 
the shops being open – it just isn’t 
necessary.  

I’d like to see our church moving 
forward – that’s what’s needed. To hear 
a tune like ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ sung 
by a good congregation, which puts 
feeling into it, is marvellous.  

Horstmann Close: the site of the factory

Crossword Puzzle
Blessings and Woes

Across

1.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be ___
5.  Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
___
7.  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the ___ of heaven
8.  Woe to you who laugh now, for you 
will ___ and weep
10.  Woe to you who are well fed
now, for you will go ___
12.  Blessed are you
who weep now, for you will ___
13.  Blessed are the
meek, for they will inherit the ___
14.  Blessed are those who are ___ 
because of righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven

Down

2. Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
be shown ___
3. Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of ___ against you because of me
4. Woe to you when all men speak ___ 
___ ___, For so did their fathers to the 
false prophets.
6. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of ___
9. But woe to you who are ___, for you 
have already received your comfort.
10. Blessed are the pure in ___, for they 
will see God
11. Blessed are you when men ___ you, 
when they exclude you and insult you 
and reject your name as evil, because of 
the Son of Man.

Answers on 
page 32
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Services May
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13th

9th 11th July (Business)

None in AugustJune (Vision)

May (Business)

Margaret Wake and family in loving memory of Christopher.

In loving memory of Charles and Dorita Taylor and Margaret from 
Sue and all the family.

In loving memory of Ralph and Mary Darvill.

Pam Neville remembering the occasion of her Baptism.

Flower Rota

7th

14th

21th

28th

Morning Gathering
10:30am

Second Gathering
6:15 for a 6:30pm start

7th

Communion
Big Question: Virgin Birth?
Resurrection? Is there room for 
faith and doubt?

Big Question Cafe: 
Christians, Jews, 
Muslims: One God?

14th Big Question: What happens 
after you die?

Big Question Cafe: What 
about healing?

21st Communion
Big Question: Why not women?

Big Question Cafe: Angry 
God; Nice Jesus?

28th
Rev. Derek Hills Leading
Big Question: Is the bible really 
the word of God?

No PM service due to 
Church Lunch

M
em

be
rs

M
ee

tin
gs 23rd 25thMay

None in June

July

Services June

To our dearest Mum and Dad, Elsie and Leslie Wood, together 
once again on this their 60th year of marriage, with love from 
Jill, Jane, Jay and the Grandchildren xxxx

Don and Vera Froud in thanksgiving for family and friends.

In loving memory of Pat Shoemark from Gordon and all the family. 

Sue Hourizi.

Flower Rota

4th

11th

18th

25th

Morning Gathering
10:30am

Second Gathering
6:15 for a 6:30pm start

4th

Communion
Rev Sue Stevenson Leading
Big Question: Why did Jesus have 
to die?

Cafe Church

11th Rev Mike Peat Leading Café Church

18th
Communion
Matthew 22:1-14 – The Parable of 
the Great Banquet

Prayer and Praise

25th Matthew 25:14–30 
– Parable of the talents

No PM Service Due to 
Church Lunch

None in August
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Weekday Events

COFFEE WITH COPS
Come and speak to your local 
beat team in the Café at the 
Centre on the first Wednesday 
of the month between 11:30am 
and 12:30pm. Follow us on 
Twitter @aspbath.

Short Mat Bowls

Each Friday 7:15pm - 9:45pm in 
the Somerset Room at the Open 
House Centre.

If you would like to come along, 
please contact Brian Bull via the 
church office. 

...(formerly known as ‘Book Group’ 
and ‘Book Appreciation’) takes 
place on the fourth Monday of each 
month. 

A small, friendly group talks about 
books they are reading, listens to 
others and passes books around. 
Invariably this will prompt all sorts of 
‘sideways’ conversation and ensure 
a happy opportunity to meet people. 
New members are always welcome.

Barbara says "it was through 
meeting in this group that I felt 

Book Swapping

challenged to read all 7 of C.S 
Lewis’ ‘Chronicles of Narnia’, which 
was in no way as daunting as it 
sounds. (Previously my knowledge 
was limited to ‘The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe’.)  I was 
subsequently given ‘A Year with 
Aslan’, which gives daily references 
to short passages from one of 
the books and is accompanied 
by challenging thoughts and 
questions".

Crafty  
Monday
How about joining one of these 
gatherings in the Café? A warm 
welcome is assured, plus a 
cup of tea. 1:30pm-3:30pm

May
1st    Bank Holiday no meeting
8th    Writing
15th  Knit & Natter
22nd Book Swapping
29th  Bank Holiday no meeting

June
5th    Knit & Natter
12th  Writing
19th   Knit & Natter 
26th   Book Swapping

- Barbara Shrubsole

The Crafty Monday Writing Group 
would like some new friends 
to join them on Monday 8th 
May and/or Monday 12th June 
between 1.30 pm and 3.30pm.

Suggested ideas for writing on 
these occasions:

1) Childhood Memories
2) Dreams
3) Holidays
4) Peace
5) Another of your choice

There will be time to share 
together, 5 words or 500 words, 
poetry or prose, fact or fiction, 
something prepared before or 
just written as we talk, it doesn't 
matter, just come along and enjoy 
an afternoon together (with a cup 
of tea as well!).

- BS

The Church Sanctuary

The Church Sanctuary is open 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 2pm. 
Candles are available if you would 
like to light one in prayer to 
remember those who have passed.

An Invitation
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‘Open the Book’ serves to bring 
the Bible alive.  We lead one 
assembly each week during 
term time for Widcombe Junior 
School.  The story presented on 
a Wednesday starts the theme 
that the pupils continue until the 
following Tuesday. 

Meet every Wednesday during 
term time.

Enquiries: Dave Twine.

Open the Book

Welcome back to the
Open House Baby and Toddler 
Group. We hope you all had a 
happy Easter break.
 
We open from 10am each 
Tuesday morning term time. 
Drinks and biscuits are served.
We finish with a song time 
from 11.30—11.45.
 
Useful dates:

- 30th May
Half Term (no toddlers)

- 18th July
Last toddlers before summer

- 25th July
Toddler Summer Party

We meet during the Summer 
holidays with older siblings 
welcome.
 
Return to Babies and Toddlers
After Summer:
5th Sept
 
We look forward to many happy 
Tuesday mornings together. 
With love from Dave and all the 
Team.

Babies & Toddlers

New Beginnings
...continues to meet on Friday 
mornings in the coffee shop 
from 10.30 - 12. We are a 
friendship group for those who 
are bereaved, whether recently 
or a long time ago. Where those 
in the same situation can meet 
and enjoy each other's company 
over a cup of coffee.

The group is very informal, and 
if you feel our group may be of 
help to you please contact me for 
more information. 

Contact:  
Penny Dole 01225 466749

30s-50s Exploring 
Faith Group

We meet in the Café on the sofas 
on the following dates:

Wednesday 24th May  
9.15am - 10.45am

Wednesday 28th June
9.15am - 10.45am

New members are always 
welcome. For more information 
please contact Domini via the 
church office.

CAFÉ AT THE 
CENTRE 

Opening times: 
Mon-Sat 10am-2pm.

The coffee and welcome is 
good; the old friends meeting 
up; the new friends made; the 
real need met; this is what sets 
us apart.

‘A homely place with food 
served in a personal and loving 
way’  
(posted on trip advisor)

We are fundraising for 
Christian Aid during April, May 
and June.

If you would like to join the 
team at the Café or find out 
more information about 
opportunities to make a 
difference please contact 
Dave Twine. (Outreach Worker 
at Manvers Street Baptist 
Church):

dave_msbc@yahoo.co.uk
01225 4691600

Depression Support 
Group, Bath

Depressed? Need support? Join 
Friends in Need to connect online 
with people who understand. Find 
friends who share your interests. Join 
local meet ups and activities.

Meet every Wednesday at midday in 
the Café (occasionally in an allocated 
room, please check the board in the 
hallway if you can’t find us). Contact: 
becky@depressionalliance.org 
07495 579 251

Depression alliance
registered charity no: 1096741
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A lot has been discovered about why, 
when on their annual migration, geese 
fly in a ‘V’ formation.

When geese fly together, each goose 
provides additional lift and reduces 
air resistance for the goose flying 
behind it.  Scientists estimate that the 
whole flock, by flying together in a ‘V’ 
formation, can fly about 70% further 
with the same amount of energy, than 
if each goose flew alone. 

The goose in the front creates a 
slipstream which the following geese 
can use, creating less drag on the 
overall group. In addition each goose 
helps the one in front to lunge forward 
because, by pushing its wings up, it 
creates an upward draft. Any goose 
which falls out of position, quickly gets 
back into formation in order to take 
advantage of the lifting power of those 
around it.
The lead goose uses much more 

energy and so tires more quickly. To 
mitigate this problem the lead position 
is rotated among all the members of 
the flock.

Geese honk, and scientists speculate 
that this is their way of communicating 
with each other during their long 
flight. It is thought that the back 
markers are honking to urge the 
lead geese to keep up their speed. 
The flock is having to work as one 
and communication is, therefore, 
paramount in moving effectively 
towards a common destination. 

Finally, if a goose gets sick or injured 
and falls out of formation, two other 
geese drop out and follow it down to 
give help, support and protection. They 
stay with the fallen goose until it is 
able to fly again, then all return to the 
flock.

- CF & GHF

Prompt for Prayer

These wonderful birds have been an 
inspiration for this prayer:

Loving Creator God,

As we try to live our lives in service to 
You, help us to take inspiration from 
the lessons of the geese.

As in all Christian communities - 
and especially in the community of 
Manvers Street Baptist Church - we 
seek to explore how we can share a 
common direction travelling together 
and, like the geese, supporting each 
other. In our individual lives we 
sometimes feel we are alone, stressed 
and drifting in our faith, lacking 
purpose in life. When we sense this in 
ourselves, Father, or in those close to 
us, may we support each other like the 
geese - staying in formation with those 
who are headed where You would have 
us go - on our spiritual journey.
In all fellowships, Father, it sometimes 

feels that too few are responsible for 
too many demanding tasks. As we 
think of the rotation of the leading 
goose position, we pray that others 
will feel confident and be encouraged 
to share tasks and leadership - easing 
the burden with cheerfulness and 
faithfulness.

Father, it is our privilege to pray for 
Your people: our shared life together 
in Christ and our witness to the world.  
As with the geese, help us to make 
sure our 'honking' from behind is 
encouraging and that it will lead to 
Your will being done on earth as it is in 
heaven.

Amen

- VJG

photo of geese flying in formation
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When I was baptized as a teenager 
the minister of my church gave me a 
text. It came from Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians 4:13 ‘I can do all things 
through Christ which strengthens 
me’. The wording reads a little quaint 
today but then we used the Authorised 
Version of the Bible.

It was a great promise. It helped take 
me through the years in the Royal 
Navy and college. I held onto it as we 
joined the Mission. But in the demands 
the work made on me the problem was 
that the promise didn’t seem to work. 
I threw myself into my life in India 
with great enthusiasm. I enjoyed the 
learning, the language study and the 
adventure of a new culture, but as time 
went on I began to look a little more 
closely at the promise.

It wasn’t true. I couldn’t do all things. 
Why not? Because I had limits. I got 
tired. Other folk didn’t always see a 

situation the way I saw it. I began to 
question the promise. If it wasn’t true, 
what else wasn’t true? One year on 
holiday with Barbara and the children 
in the cool and beauty of Darjeeling 
we went to an annual Christmas 
Convention. Three days of bible study 
and meetings usually with well-known 
speakers brought out expensively 
from UK. They often had little 
understanding of the situation in India 
or of our needs and I didn’t expect this 
speaker to do a lot for me. I have a low 
tolerance level for this sort of rather 
intense event but that year two things 
among the many things he said hit me 
with a clarity I’d never seen before.

First, there was a difference between 
what God wanted from me and what I 
wanted for myself. Read correctly the 
promise was true. It promised that I 
could do all the things God expected 
of me but not necessarily all the things 
I expected of myself. God doesn’t ask 

Edge of Daylight
By Eddie Askew

An extract from

the impossible. He knows that I can’t 
go on indefinitely without a break 
and doesn’t demand it. Only my own 
ego does that and ego can be hard to 
control.

Secondly, I grasped a truth I should 
have known all along, that God loves 
me as I am. Accepts me as I am. He 
respects personality. I don’t have 
to play the roles forced onto me by 
other people, or even those I pretend 
to myself. It was a great moment of 
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honesty, of facing the truth that God 
knows me as I am. There was no need 
for pretence because he could see 
through it anyway. It was a liberating 
moment. To be able to accept myself 
as I was and not worry too much about 
what people thought of me.

(Published by The Leprosy Mission 
International ISBN 0 902731 42-4)

- GHF
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Archivists in Conversation 
- Jack meets Sue

Over the last year or so Sue Hourizi 
and I have been working together 
creating a digital archive of all the 
old books. This church’s archive dates 
back to the 1760s. While we know the 
broad history of the world, our church 
story shows how our names and who 
we are have changed.

Sue has been involved with these 
archives since Eric Chandler moved 
away and I’ve been helping to digitise 
them with the hope and plan to make 
them available through the website. 
Sue has always been interested 
and involved in family history 
and is a member of the Society of 
Genealogists.  She previously worked 
as a head teacher and has worked in 
North Africa in the early 1960s when 
she organised an oral family history 
programme. For me as a writer I have 
always been asking questions and 
trying to understand our world.
One thing these archives show is how 
the role of the church in our society, 
and the modern world, has changed. 
This is not just a new problem it dates 
back to the early 1900s. Deacons 
today discuss the vision of the church.  

The earliest book we have is from 
the 1700s, which is in eighteenth 
century hand, and which is very 
difficult to read. These documents 

give a wider picture than I expected; 
they cover not only communion rolls 
and deacons’ minutes, but also other 
social issues and details of groups 
that have been held here over the 
years.

When I began writing in ‘Cross Talk’ 
magazine, I wrote that we are “about 
social issues and that is what I want 
to hear about.” These documents do 
this, and the old deacons’ minutes 
show how interesting church work 
is. One thing which paints a very 
interesting picture is the burial 
index for the old Baptist ground in 
Snow Hill. This reminds us how the 
City of Bath dealt with sanitation 
and disease in the 18th century and 
shows how people in the poorer parts 
of the city were more likely to die 
because of conditions.

What has changed, in the way we 
talk to each other, is we tend to call 
people by their first names, rather 
than Mr Smith. The way people are 
named has changed too: often a 
child would have taken the name of a 
sibling who had died.

(To be continued in subsequent 
issues)
- Jack Fielding
   

Definition of Worship

by Archbishop William Temple (1881 - 1944)

WORSHIP is the

SUBMISSION of all our nature to God

QUICKENING of our conscience by His Holiness

NOURISHMENT of our minds by His Truth

PURIFYING of our imagination by His Beauty

OPENING of our hearts to His Love

SURRENDERING of our will to His Purpose

All this gathered up in

ADORATION, the most selfless emotion our nature is capable of and

 therefore the chief remedy for selfcentredness.
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SAW THIS—

THOUGHT YOU’D LIKE IT...

A BAKER

A baker has given his business to 
the homeless man who saved his 
life.  Michel Flamant, 62, used to 
give food to Jerome Aucan, who 
begged outside his bakery in Dole, 
in eastern France.  That generosity 
was rewarded two years ago 
following a carbon monoxide leak 
in Flamant’s shop.  Aucan saw 
that the baker had passed out 
and dragged him to safety before 
calling the fire brigade.  The 
grateful baker then took on Aucan 
as an apprentice.  He proved so 
enthusiastic that Flamant then 
decided to ‘sell’ him the business 
for €1.

A MINISTER

A minister parked his car in a 
no-parking zone in a large city 
because he was short of time 
and couldn’t find a space with a 
meter.  Then he put a note under 
the windscreen wiper that read: 
“I have circled the block 10 times.  
If I don’t park here, I’ll miss my 
appointment.  Forgive us our 
trespasses.”  When he returned 
he found a ticket from a parking 
attendant along with this note: 
“I’ve circled this block for 10 
years.  If I don’t give you a ticket 
I’ll lose my job.  Lead us not into 
temptation.”

A POSTMASTER
A postmaster travelled 300 miles across England in order to deliver a 
passport in time. David Shepherd, who runs the post office in Stratton, 
Cornwall, realized at the end of his shift that he’d forgotten to post Hugh 
Monro’s passport to where he was staying with his sister, in Rye, Sussex.  
Knowing that Monro was due to go abroad the next day, Shepherd set off 
to deliver it by hand – an over-night trip involving four trains and a car 
journey.  He then headed home to open the shop.

Letters 

Dear Manvers Street Baptist Church,
 
We want you to know about an exciting event taking place in 
the Eden House garden on Sunday 14th May.
 
"Taken" is a powerful performance by  West End actor Lloyd 
Notice (Mufassa in the Lion King) of St Mark‘s Gospel. It will 
be a marvellous way to experience Mark’s Gospel anew or 
maybe for the first time.
 
Doors open at 14.30. Performance starts at 15.00. Cream 
Teas, wine and soft drinks served in the interval. Proceeds 
will go to the NSPCC.
 
Mark and Rebecca Hannan
Members of Holy Trinity 
Combe Down

'
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Thank you to you all!

A letter from CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BATH - CHRISTIAN ACTION NETWORK 
CROSS WALKS 2017 – Good Friday 14th April

This year we, the Organising Team for The Cross Walks, decided to add a 
collection of money at the final station at the Abbey.  Properly labeled buckets 
were used to collect the money for the East Africa Crisis Appeal — The Disaster 
Emergency Committee. A total of £780 was collected.

Thank you to all walkers for your generosity.  Also, if you were involved in any way 
with the walk finishing at Solsbury Hill, The Roundhill or The Abbey please accept 
a big 'Thank You' from us. Approximately 800 people were involved.

Blessings
CTi3 and BathCAN
 

Please contact the church with your news and views. 
(Naturally, the editorial team reserves the right to edit and exercise discretion.)
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The deadline for the July /August issue is Monday 19th June.
 
This issue has been compiled and edited by Cally and Graham Ford 
with support from David and Janet Kemp. Designed by Chloe Ford. 
Cover photograph David Kemp. 

Cross Talk magazine is published by Manvers Street Baptist 
Church. 

Manvers Street Baptist Church, 
Bath, BA1 1JW

www.manversstreetbaptistchurch.org.uk

The office at the church is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday AM.
Email: lynne_office@btconnect.com  Tel: 01225 461 600

Minister: Revd. Andy Percey, 01225 461 600, andy_msbc@sky.com

Church Secretaries: Tom & Nancy Winsborough, tom.winsborough@sky.com

Treasurer: Alison Bull

Open House Administrator: Vacant

Open House Worker: David Twine

Pastoral Coordinator: Elaine Bull

Fabric Resource Group
If you have any concerns regarding the 
fabric of the church building and the 
Open House Centre please either add 
a note to the book found in the café 
under the counter area, or contact one 
of the following people:

Brian Bull
Terry Gale
Janet Redfern
Peter Shrubsole

Bookings
For Open House Centre Hall bookings 
please contact Lucie Palma: 
lucie_msbc@btconnect.com 
01225 461 600. 

Sessions are morning/afternoon or 
evening up to a maximum of 3 hours. 

Phone numbers for people listed on this page can be 
found in the Church Directory.

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle on page 15
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